Custom furniture offers many benefits

QUESTION:     Is “Custom Furniture or cabinetry worth the cost? What are the benefits versus “out of the Box”?

ANSWER:   If you ever had a custom woodworker give you an estimate for a kitchen, bookcase or any other custom piece, you probably gasped for air at first. Most people do not initially know the cost of large ticket items, especially custom ones. Once the initial shock wears off and you start to shop around, it may seem “out of the box” items cost a lot less. In many cases, the homeowner who does purchase the “out of the box” solution is usually disappointed, not only with the final result but also with the savings, or lack there of. 

     As a homeowner you want the best quality, aesthetics and value for your dollar. You also want to maximize the available space. Custom can provide all the above and is well worth the cost for many reasons. For example, who will be measuring the space to make sure the item fits? Who will double check for clearances, door swings, outlets and access into the space? Most “out of the box” items are stock or standard sizes, which means that you have limited choices and to height, width and depth.

    Installation is 75 percent of the overall job. Who will do the installation of your “out of the box” items?  You can have a product with a great finish and look but of its out of square, unlevel, or poorly crowned, it can look horrible. When you purchase custom, the woodworker takes into account and verifies- clearances, access into the space, the amount of space allotted for the piece, what you want to store, or the function of the piece.

     Customization is in every detail. So you get the wood species, the color, the finish, molding details, size, style and the installation that you want. Best of all, the custom woodworker does the installation and warranties his piece.

                                                                                                -Stacey Sexton, ASID
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